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Venner, the letter was disappointing. It revealed that
Charles Alcott had not been above a little mild decep-
tion, certainly. But a man might execute a little harm-
less forgery without being a potential murderer.
The more Hanslet considered the matter, the more
convinced he became that Charles Alcott had nothing
to do with Vernier's disappearance. There was nothing
for it but to go to the fountain-head, and interview
Christine Venner for himself.
His first attempt to do so met with a severe check.
Christine Venner received him politely enough. But,
when she discovered his business, her manner immedi-
ately became distant. ** I can tell you nothing about
my brother, Superintendent," she said. " My solicitor,
Mr. Coleforth, has told me to answer no questions about
him except in his presence/'
So an interview was arranged at ColeforthJs office.
The atmosphere was unpropitious. Coleforth sat at his
desk, with Christine Venner on a chair close beside him,
and a window at her back. Hanslet was forced to take
a chair opposite to them. And it was Coleforth who
opened the conversation. ** I understand, Superin-
tendent, that you wish to interrogate my client," he
said. " You are aware, of course, that she cannot be
compelled to answer any question to which she may
take objection?"
" I am aware of that," Hanslet replied stiffly. And
with that he put the questions which he had already
prepared.
But Christine Venner adhered to her original state-
ment. Ernest Venner had come home from his office
on November I5th rather earlier than usual. He had
gone out again shortly afterwards, carrying nothing but
a small attach6 case, which he was in the habit of taking
with him to and from the office. He had told her that